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Foreword

On World Environment Day, 5™ June 2021, the United Nations declared 2021-2030 the decade of
ecosystem restoration, directly following the decade of Biodiversity (2011-2020).! Biodiversity is
overall in decline throughout the UK evidenced in the most recent State of Nature Report in 2019,
where 15% of species were identified at risk of extinction.? In February 2021 the Dasgupta Review
concluded that “Our economies, livelihoods and well-being all depend on our most precious asset:
Nature”.® Later, on 30" June 2021, the Welsh Parliament declared a nature emergency and called for
statutory targets to be set to halt and reverse the decline in biodiversity.

Greater Gwent is a diverse landscape and mosaic of urban and wilder habitats, boasting a diversity
of flora and fauna. A negative trend in biodiversity provides the very real threat that much of this
flora and fauna may disappear altogether. The Greater Gwent State of Nature report, produced in
2021, further looks at the status and trend of 100 species found within Greater Gwent, providing a
snapshot of biodiversity trends in the wider area.* It is these identified trends that have helped
inform the actions in this Greater Gwent Nature Recovery Action Plan.

The Greater Gwent Nature Recovery Action Plan is a strategic document, set in the context of


https://www.unep.org/news-and-stories/press-release/new-un-decade-ecosystem-restoration-offers-unparalleled-opportunity
https://www.unep.org/news-and-stories/press-release/new-un-decade-ecosystem-restoration-offers-unparalleled-opportunity
https://nbn.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/State-of-Nature-2019-UK-full-report.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/957629/Dasgupta_Review_-_Headline_Messages.pdf
https://www.monlife.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/Greater-Gwent-State-of-Nature-4-002.pdf

Defining Greater Gwent



https://www.beacons-npa.gov.uk/environment/nature-recovery-action-plan/#:~:text=The%20Nature%20Recovery%20Action%20Plan,all%20who%20want%20to%20contribute.

Purpose and aims

What is it and who is it for?

The Nature Recovery Action Plan (NRAP) for Wales is broad, designed to be a guide for all public
bodies in Wales that sets out the objectives to support Welsh Government’s ambition “to reverse
the decline in biodiversity, for its intrinsic value, and to ensure benefits to society”.® The purpose of
the Greater Gwent Nature Recovery Action Plan (GGNRAP) is to provide a framework of Nature
Recovery Actions, which will drive change at the regional scale, and to support organisations to work
better together. It looks to tackle the main drivers of biodiversity loss, build ecosystem resilience for
the region, and facilitate nature recovery action at the landscape and regional scales. In addition, it
has also been developed to both inform and support the integration between the national and local
NRAPs, which are being developed for each Local Nature Partnership (LNP), to support cohesive
joined up approaches when developing and delivering strategies plans and actions.

Figure 2: Hierarchy of nature recovery action plans in the Greater Gwent area

The GGNRAP is a strategic framework, aiming to align national policy and legislation, such as the
Well-being of Future Generations (WoFG) Act 2015 and the Environment (Wales) Act 2016, informed
by evidence including the Greater Gwent State of Nature Report 2020, the South East Wales Area
Statement and Gwent Well-being Assessments. It is intended to be used by all organisations which
operate at a regional level across the Greater Gwent area, including those on the Gwent Public
Service Board (PSB), to support better involvement that drives positive change and collaborative
action together long term.

The GGNRAP has been produced as part of the ‘A Resilient Greater Gwent’ (RGG) work programme.
The Gwent Green Grid Partne


https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2020-10/nature-recovery-action-plan-wales-2020-2021.pdf

Aims of the Greater Gwent Nature Recovery Action Plan

The GGNRAP provides guidance and recommendations on nature recovery actions within the
Greater Gwent Area, allowing all stakeholders to work collaboratively to halt biodiversity decline and
promote the recovery of nature across Greater Gwent. The GGNRAP encourages partnership
working between all public bodies and organisations within Greater Gwent and promotes a regional
approach to nature recovery at all levels, aligned to national and local priorities.

The GGNRAP has five primary aims and is a strategic ten-year document that is subject to reviews
and amendments over its ten-year timeframe. GGNRAP will respond to future evidence, pressures,
and policy changes, with reviews and updates as necessary

The five aims of the GGNRAP are aligned with the strategic themes laid out in the South East Wales
Area Statement and compliment the seven well-being goals established in the WoFG Act 2015.

Incri“assed
diversity of

Figure 3: The five aims of the Greater Gwent Nature Recovery Action Plan

The aims of the GGNRAP are effectively desired outcomes from the nature recovery actions set out
in Part 2: The Nature Recovery Action Plan. Further detailed descriptions for each aim of the
GGNRAP are as follows:






Part 1: The importance of nature and ecosystem resilience in Greater
Gwent

Nature is important, it matters to us as a species. The natural world is the source of all our natural
resources necessary for survival, whether that is the air we breathe, water, food, materials, energy,
or medicines. Industries such as agriculture, fishing, forestry, energy production and tourism are
dependent on nature. The natural environment can help us reduce flooding, store carbon and tackle
climate change. Nature is the foundation of our livelihoods, our well-being, our economy, and our
society.

The GGNRAP is underpinned by the findings of Greater Gwent State of Nature (GGSoN) report,
which showed the need for nature recovery across Greater Gwent to safeguard some of our most
vulnerable species. Nature recovery actions go hand in hand with safeguarding and enhancing
ecosystem services and resilience for social, economic, cultural and environmental wellbeing
adapted to future change

1.1: Nature and Biodiversity

Nature and biodiversity are often used interchangeably but have slightly different meanings. When
we discuss biodiversity, we are referring to the diversity of living species in an area and so refers
solely to living organisms, from the smallest microorganism to the largest species of plant or animal
in an area. Biodiversity includes not only plants and animals but fungi, bacteria, and protists. The
definition of biodiversity used by the Convention on Biological Diversity is:

“the variability among living organisms from all sources including, inter alia,
terrestrial, marine, and other aquatic ecosystems and the ecological complexes of
which they are part; this includes diversity within species, between species and of

ecosystems.”

Nature, however, is all life on Earth (Earth’s biodiversity) as well as all the physical processes and
systems that exist on Earth at the same time. This includes the climate, water cycle and geology.

Colloquially we use the term nature to refer to the natural landscape, with a bias towards focussing
on living species. When we discuss nature recovery, we are considering how we can improve the
natural landscape, such as restoring or creating specific habitat types. This then can lead to a
positive effect on the biodiversity of the local area or region. Sometimes nature recovery actions
may be seen to focus on an individual species, but the effects are often far more far reaching. An
insect that seems insignificant could be crucial to a food web or be important in the lifecycle of
another organism. Ecosystems are connected in the natural world and are connected to us humans
more so than we may at first realise.

7 Convention Text (cbd.int)



https://www.cbd.int/convention/articles/?a=cbd-02

1.2: The Greater Gwent State of Nature®

The GGNRAP is informed by the Greater Gwent State of
Nature Report (GGSoN). The GGSoN was produced by the
Resilient Greater Gwent (RGG) partnership and looked to
answer the question ‘What do we know about the wildlife
within Greater Gwent?’

The GGSoN compiled existing records and data, used to
analyse the status and trends of different species and
species groups found within the Greater Gwent area. Both
individual species and groups of species were analysed in
the report. Due to the grouping of some species into a
species group the report represents over 500 individual
species, represented as 100 different stories of these species
and species groups.

The species and species groups looked at in the report were
chosen by the partners within the RGG


https://www.monlife.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/Greater-Gwent-State-of-Nature-4-002.pdf



https://cdn.cyfoethnaturiol.cymru/media/693247/ecosystem-resilience-in-a-nutshell-1-what-is-ecosystem-resilience.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/2011-2020/about/biodiversity



https://naturalresources.wales/media/682045/chapter-5-wellbeing-final-for-publication.pdf
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2019-06/sustainable-management-of-natural-resources-guide.pdf

Part 2: The Greater Gwent Nature Recovery Action Plan

2.1: Legislative and policy background
The GG
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https://gov.wales/nature-recovery-action-plan
https://gov.wales/welsh-government-makes-climate-emergency-declaration
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/live/uk-politics-parliaments-57596848?pinned_post_locator=urn:asset:a2f65473-b81a-4bf4-84ff-5672f7cbb90b&pinned_post_asset_id=60dc96136f777a32b63bd36b&pinned_post_type=share
https://www.beacons-npa.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/BBNPA-Nature-Recovery-A4-ENG-WEB.pdf



https://www.legislation.gov.uk/anaw/2015/2/section/5
https://www.gwentpsb.org/en/well-being-plan/well-being-assessment/

The Environment (Wales) Act 2016

The Environment (Wales) Act 2016 became law in 2016 and put in place legislation on how we
manage our natural resources in Wales. Part 1 of the Environment (Wales) Act 2016 provides the
framework for the Sustainable Management of Natural Resources (SMNR).

Figure 10: The Environment (Wales) Act 2016 showing the principal parts and sections most relevant to the GGNRAP

Section 6: Biodiversity and resilience of ecosystems duty

Within the Act, Section 6 under Part 1: SMNR placed a biodiversity and resilience of ecosystems duty
(commonly referred to as the Section 6 duty) on public bodies that exercise their functions in
relation to Wales, stating that:

“A public authority must seek to maintain and enhance biodiversity in the exercise of functions in
relation to Wales, and in so doing promote the resilience of ecosystems, so far as consistent with the
proper exercise of those functions.” 1°

The duty applies not just to the existing network of protected sites, but to the wider landscape,
including urbanised areas such as towns and cities. Public bodies must seek to maintain and enhance
biodiversity in line with the principle of sustainable development and with proper exercise of their
functions, promoting the resilience of ecosystems.?° To comply with the duty all public bodies must
publish a plan outlining how the body will comply with the duty.?

Biodiversity lists and duty to take steps to maintain and enhance biodiversity

Section 7 of the Act concerns the production and publication of a list of living organisms and habitat
types within Wales, which are of principle importance for enhancing the biodiversity of Wales, by
Welsh ministers in consultation with NRW.

Section 7 replaces the duty in Section 42 of the Natural Environment and Rural Communities (NERC)
Act 2006. The NERC Act drew up initial biodiversity lists and actioned, used as the basis for the
newer Section 7 biodiversity lists.

19 Environment (Wales) Act 2016 (legislation.gov.uk)
20 Wales Biodiversity Partnership - Environment (Wales) Act (biodiversitywales.org.uk)
2 Environment (Wales) Act 2016 (legislation.gov.uk)
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https://www.legislation.gov.uk/anaw/2016/3/contents/enacted
https://www.biodiversitywales.org.uk/environment-wales-act
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/anaw/2016/3/contents/enacted

The State of Natural Resources Report (SoNaRR)
The Environment (Wales) Act 2016 brought about the duty for NRW t

14


https://cdn.cyfoethnaturiol.cymru/media/682366/sonarr-summary-september-2016-edited-august-2017.pdf
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2019-06/natural-resources-policy.pdf
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/anaw/2016/3/contents/enacted
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2019-06/natural-resources-policy.pdf
https://naturalresources.wales/about-us/area-statements/south-east-wales-area-statement/?lang=en



https://naturalresources.wales/about-us/area-statements/south-east-wales-area-statement/introduction-to-south-east-area-statement/?lang=en
https://www.gwentwildlife.org/landscape-profiles
https://naturalresources.wales/about-us/area-statements/marine-area-statement/introduction-to-wales-marine-area-statement/?lang=en



https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2021-02/future-wales-the-national-plan-2040.pdf

Strategic Development Plans

As part of the Future Wales framework each region is required to produce a Strategic Development
Plan (SDP) that will conform with the aims of Future Wales and deliver the same outcomes for
nature recovery. The South East SDP should recognise the strengths and challenges within the South
East region and compliment the plans and work happening in the three other regions within Wales.*

At the time of writing the Future Wales framework has only recently been published, and so the
South East SDP is yet to be written. Currently, all five local authorities in the Greater Gwent Area
have commenced their reviews of their individual Local Development Plan (LDP) in preparation for
the formation of the regional SDP.?

Planning Policy Wales

Planning Policy Wales (2021)* is the principal statement of national planning policy which ensures
that “the planning system contributes towards the delivery of sustainable development and
improves the social, economic, environmental and cultural well-being of Wales”.

National planning policy is emphatic in stating that the planning system can contribute to:

. Improving the resilience of ecosystems and ecological networks

. Halting and reversing the loss of biodiversity

. Maintaining and enhancing green infrastructure based on seeking multiple
ecosystem benefits and solutions

. Delivering a net benefit for biodiversity.

17


https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2021-02/future-wales-the-national-plan-2040.pdf
https://www.bartonwillmore.co.uk/Knowledge/Intelligence/2021/Wales-Development-plans-update
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2021-02/planning-policy-wales-edition-11_0.pdf



https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2020-10/nature-recovery-action-plan-wales-2020-2021.pdf



https://naturalresources.wales/about-us/area-statements/south-east-wales-area-statement/?lang=en

Objective 1.
Engage and support participation and understanding to embed biodiversity throughout decision
making at all levels

Promotion of biodiversity should be embedded at all levels in management plans and other decision-
making policies. This objective can be linked to an organisations Section 6 duty®® as well as its duties
under the WoFG Act 2015.%” Reviews of plans and procedures should ensure any effects on
biodiversity are recognised and accounted for in updated plans and policies. Opportunities to link
with individuals, community groups and partners in relation to the promotion of biodiversity for

well-being should be taken, in turn working towards the goals set by the WoFG Act 2015.

Table 1: Nature Recovery Actions for objective 1

Suggested
Outcomes Actions mechanisms for
delivery

1.1 | Natureis 1.1.1 | Biodiversity considerations are clearly integrated | Local
valued, with into long term plans and guidance documents. development
biodiversity 1.1.2 | Partners work collaboratively to develop a plans and
enhancements regional approach to assess the biodiversity value planning
embedded in of land/sites in both public and private ownership. guidance
decision- 1.1.3 | Collaboratively scope opportunities to developan | LA Service
making. Our ecosystem services assessment of the Greater Business Plans
habitats and Gwent area, exploring mechanisms for private and | Section 6
species are public investment in nature including green Plans
thriving, markets payment for ecosystem services type  Gwent Public
biodiversity is systems. Service Boards
maximised, 1.1.4 | Explore methods of involving individuals, (
and wildlife is communities, and sectors in improving the health  |§ Gwent Green
abundant. of our natural environment and its resources to Grid

maximise the well-being benefits they provide. Partnership
1.1.5 | Provide opportunities for all relevant stakeholders | LNPs

and beneficiaries to be involved in nature based

decision making.

1.2 | People, 1.2.1 | Public sector partners and organisations to work | Gwent Public
communities, together to embed Nature Literacy across the Service Boards
and services region, enhancing education and skills  Gwent Green
are connected development and building capacity for nature Grid
with nature, recovery for well-being benefits long term. Partnership

having a clear
understanding
of the value of

122

Work collaboratively to develop and deliver a
green infrastructure strategy for Gwent, informing
other strategies, plans and assessments on where,

biodiversity what, why and how to deliver green infrastructure
and nature for across the region, enhancing biodiversity and
society, ecosystem resilience for well-being benefits.
economy, and

well-being.

20

9 Local Nature
Partnerships



https://www.legislation.gov.uk/anaw/2016/3/contents/enacted
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/anaw/2015/2/section/5

Objective 2:
Safeguard species and habitats of principal importance and improve their management

Greater Gwent contains two protected landscapes. Part of the Brecon Beacons National Park can be
found within parts of Monmouthshire, Torfaen, and Blaenau Gwent, whilst the Wye Valley Area of
Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) has part of its boundary within Monmouthshire, along the
English border.

For Nature Recovery Actions within the boundary of the National Park please refer to the Brecon
Beacons Nature Recovery Action plan produced by the Brecon Beacons National Park Authority.%®
The Wye Valley AONB has a management plan which includes six Biodiversity Strategic Objectives,
which aim to conserve, enhance and restore the biodiversity of the AONB, and actions within the
AONB need to make reference to these as well as the GGNRAP. An additional landscape designation
area for the Gwent Levels is being considered by the Welsh Government and will be included within
future reviews of this document.

21


https://www.beacons-npa.gov.uk/environment/nature-recovery-action-plan/#:~:text=The%20Nature%20Recovery%20Action%20Plan,all%20who%20want%20to%20contribute.
https://www.monlife.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/Greater-Gwent-State-of-Nature-4-002.pdf
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Objective 4.
Tackle key pressures on species and habitats

Key pressures on both species and habitats are becoming more prevalent in light of the growing
nature and climate emergencies. There are five recognised drivers of biodiversity loss:

{1 Habitat loss and degradation

f Climate change

T Excessive nutrient load and other forms of pollution
T Invasive non-native species

{1 Over-exploitation and unsustainable use of resources

These pressures affect all work carried out in the environment all over Greater Gwent. Whether the
impacts are to specific species or wider habitats they must be recorded, managed, and monitored if
we wish to achieve our other objectives such as ensuring our ecosystems are resilient to change.

Table 4: Nature Recovery Actions for objective 4

4.1 Increased 411
capacity of (A)
habitatsand (M)
ecosystems
to respond,
resist and
recover from
climate
change risk.

(A)
Adaptation

(M)
Mitigation

25



embed standards and guidance e.g., Woodland
Carbon Code.

4.1.1
(M)

Decarbonisation plans will consider nature-based
solutions towards climate change, including the
value of various habitats in relation to carbon
sequestration, which will inform nature recovery
actions.

Work with existing networks (e.g., Climate Ready
Gwent, Blaenau Gwent Assembly) across the
public, private and voluntary sectors, along with
academia and research institutions, to develop
innovative technological low carbon solutions,
processes, services, and products to achieving
towards net zero targets and nature recovery.

Develop a low carbon delivery plan for the region,
outlining pathways to delivery including new
woodland planting, increasing soil carbon, bringing
peatlands into favourable conditions, renewable
energy, and emissions reduction.

4.2

Natural
resources are
managed and
used more
sustainably
and
equitably,
supporting
more
resilient
services that
maximises
well-being.

421

Develop a shared understanding of the
transformative changes across the food, transport,
and energy systems needed to reverse biodiversity
loss and build social, cultural, environmental and
economic resilience

422

Explore regional approaches that embed social
value in procurement and planning systems,
working together to embed sustainable
development and brand values across businesses
and sectors — taking the learning and adopting
approaches from frameworks, e.g. the National
(Wales) TOMs Framework*, to identify how
collective procurement and planning approaches
can contribute to the sustainability of natural
resources for well-being benefits.

423

4.2.4

Develop pathways to using our resources more
efficiently and effectively, reducing the pressures
on our natural resources caused by issues such as
waste disposal impacting soil, water, and air,
working towards sustainable management, and
contributing to a more regenerative circular
economy.

26

1 Gwent Public
Service Board

9 Gwent Green
Grid
Partnership

1 Local
Authorities



https://www.nationalsocialvaluetaskforce.org/national-toms-wales

biodiversity and take collaborative preventative approaches to Grid
loss is reduce their impacts on species, habitats, and Partnership
reduced and people. 7 Local
prevented. 4.3.3 | Work across sectors, business, academia, and Authorities
research institutions to develop novel and 1 Rivers and
innovative technological solutions to pollution Catchment
impacting our natural resources and broad Partnerships
habitats. T Nutrient
4.3.4 | Raise awareness of the damage pollution and litter | management
has on the environment with the public and Boards
organisations that have the capacity to introduce
pollution into the natural environment.
4.3.5 | Work collaboratively to identify underlying causes
of fly-tipping and work towards sustainable
preventative solutions that reduce waste-
generated pollution, re-use and recycle waste that
benefits the environment and people including
contribution to a more circular economy

4.4 | Land-use and | 4.4.1 | Consideration of land use in relation to f Gwent Public
land-use biodiversity and ecosystem services is evidenced Service Board
change is in plans and nature recovery actions. ! Gwent Green
incrementally | 4.4.2 | Work with land owners to advise on land use and Grid
maximising to encourage participation in land-use strategies Partnership
biodiversity that promote biodiversity. 1 Local
and other 4.4.3 | Take a landscape approach, working with Authorities
ecosystem landowners and managers in collaboration with 1 Future
services for others across the public, private and voluntary Common
well-being, sectors to identify collective sustainable land Agricultural
whilst management approaches that maximises Policy (CAP)
maintaining biodiversity and associated well-being benefits. replacement
orenhancing | 4.4.4 | Identify incentive mechanisms for sustainable land |§ Local
productivity. management practices that optimise public goods Development

for well-being. Take the learning from PES models, Plans

Global Farm Metric and Green Finance initiatives | { Private Sector

to test and trial landscape approaches that can and

benefit across Greater Gwent. landowners
4.4.5 | Develop collaboration across the public, private 9 Regional and

and voluntary sectors to drive forward Local Green

transformative change in the food system, Infrastructure

leveraging approaches that maximise biodiversity- strategies

supporting sustainable green production systems | q Regional

and socio-economic benefits. sustainable
4.4.6 | Nature based solutions towards the management food groups

and treatment of agricultural crops and pests are

considered in management plans and guidance.

4.5 | INNSis 4.5.1 | Creation and continuation of collaborative INNS 1 Gwent Public
actively being projects and plans to minimise and eliminate the Service Board
prevented, presence of INNS 1 Gwent Green
frequency 4.5.2 | Work together to develop a strategy and action Grid
and plan that prevents INNS spread across our Partnership
distribution landscapes and region, learning from best

27




is declining.

practice, and working in collaboration to taking
action on pathways of introduction.

453

Consider the establishment of Non-native Species
Information Portal, providing a central repository
for non-native species information and
distribution data, maintained to support
involvement and collaborative targeted action for
the region, acting too as a knowledge transfer and
learning platform and central hub for information
and guidance.

454

Develop and promote citizen science recording
and survey schemes that contributes to our
understanding of INNS spread, risk, and help
prioritise targeted preventative collaborative
action.

7 Local
Authorities
1 Local Nature

Partnerships
1 SEWBReC
1 Rivers and
Catchment
Partnerships

28




Objective 5:

29


http://www.sewbrec.org.uk/

preventative collaborative action to tackle the
main drivers of biodiversity loss, including driving
towards transformative systemic change to deliver
sustainable natural resources and ecosystem
resilience for well-

30






nature recovery actions in future
iterations of the GGNRAP

1 Gwent Public
Service Board

6.3

Creation and use of
Local Nature Recovery
Action Plans at a local
level within Greater
Gwent.

6.3.1

Creation of local NRAPs for each Local
Nature Partnership within Greater
Gwent, containing focused nature
recovery aims for the areas and
landscapes covered by the relevant local
NRAP.

7 LNPs

6.3.2

Establish a mechanism in which Local
NRAPs are reviewed in line with the
review cycle of the GGNRAP.

1 Gwent Public
Service Board
1 LNPs

32




Part 3:

33





http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/5636785878597632






https://www.eea.europa.eu/data-and-maps/data/european-red-lists-7



https://butterfly-conservation.org/sites/default/files/red-list.pdf

Table 12: Status of selected Odonata species in Greater Gwent

Species Conservation
P Status

Group

38

No.



Table 14: Status of selected vascular plant species and species groups in Greater Gwent

Group

Vascular Plants

Species

Conservation Status

Common Name Binomial Name

Arable
Wildflowers

BAP ‘ S7 ‘IUCN

VAR* VAR* VAR*

39

No. Data
Records | Availability

303

Outcome
/ Trend



Table 16: Status of selected lichen and bryophyte species and species groups in Greater Gwent

40



Data analysis:

41








https://cdn.cyfoethnaturiol.cymru/media/693207/sonarr2020-aim-2-assessment.pdf




The findings of the SoNaRR shows that our ecosystems in Wales are not resilient, implied by low
values of diversity, extent, condition, and connectivity. 46 Further to this NRW have

45


https://naturalresources.wales/evidence-and-data/research-and-reports/state-of-natural-resources-report-sonarr-for-wales-2020/sonarr2020-our-assessment/ecosystems-are-resilient-to-expected-and-unforeseen-change/?lang=en
https://naturalresources.wales/evidence-and-data/research-and-reports/state-of-natural-resources-report-sonarr-for-wales-2020/sonarr2020-our-assessment/ecosystems-are-resilient-to-expected-and-unforeseen-change/?lang=en
https://naturalresources.wales/media/682045/chapter-5-wellbeing-final-for-publication.pdf
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/anaw/2015/2/contents
http://uknea.unep-wcmc.org/EcosystemAssessmentConcepts/EcosystemServices/tabid/103/Default.aspx
https://www.nature.scot/scotlands-biodiversity/scottish-biodiversity-strategy-and-cop15/ecosystem-approach/ecosystem-services-natures-benefits



https://research.senedd.wales/research-articles/what-are-ecosystem-services/
https://research.senedd.wales/research-articles/what-are-ecosystem-services/
http://uknea.unep-wcmc.org/EcosystemAssessmentConcepts/EcosystemServices/tabid/103/Default.aspx
https://research.senedd.wales/research-articles/what-are-ecosystem-services/
https://www.biodiversitywales.org.uk/Natural-Resource-Management
https://gov.wales/payment-ecosystem-services-pes
https://gov.wales/payments-ecosystem-services-pes-introductory-presentation



https://www.legislation.gov.uk/anaw/2015/2/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/anaw/2015/2/section/2



https://www.legislation.gov.uk/anaw/2015/2/section/5
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Whilst sections 2-6 are most relevant
to the GGNRAP other sections are of
importance.

Section 7 provides guidance on the
setting and publishing of well-being
objectives by public bodies in Wales
in accordance with the sustainable
development principle.

When setting the objectives public


https://www.legislation.gov.uk/anaw/2015/2/section/7
https://gov.wales/national-wellbeing-indicators
https://gov.wales/wellbeing-wales-2021-html#section-81019

Table 24: Summary of the national indicators from the well-being of Wales report 2021. Adapted from online data
publi
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https://gov.wales/wellbeing-wales-national-indicators

\ \ or training, measured for different age groups.
23 Percentage who feel able to influence decisions
affecting their local area.
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48 Percentage of journeys by walking, cycling or
public transport.
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https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fgov.wales%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fstatistics-and-research%2F2021-12%2Fwell-being-wales-national-indicators-technical-descriptions-data-links.xlsx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2021-12/national-indicators-and-milestones-for-wales-2021.pdf

The Environment (iéales) Act 2016

The Environment (Wales) Act 2016 is an Act of the former National Assembly for Wales, now the
Welsh Parliament. The Act became law in 2016 and put in place legislation regarding how we
manage our natural resources in Wales. The Act is split into 8 key parts:

1

= —a —a _—_a _a _a _9a

Sustainable management of natural resources
Climate change

Charges for carrier bags

Collection and disposal of waste

Fisheries for shellfish

Marine Licensing

Miscellaneous

General

Of these 8 parts, Part 1 is the most relevant to the GGNRAP. Part 1 of the Environment (Wales) Act
2016 provides the framework for the Sustainable Management of Natural Resources (SMNR). Within
Part 1 there are sections 1 through 27 of the Act, grouped according to the content they refer too.
Below is a summary of key sections relating to the GGRAP and the wider area 662.55 Tm0 g8WW* nBT/F1 11 TfETiO0.(
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https://www.legislation.gov.uk/anaw/2016/3/part/1/enacted
https://www.biodiversitywales.org.uk/Section-6
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/anaw/2016/3/part/1/enacted

Section 7: Biodiversity lists and duty to take steps to maintain and enhance biodiversity

Section 7 of the SMNR concerns the production and publication of a list of living organisms and
habitat types within Wales, which are of principle importance for enhancing the biodiversity of
Wales. Before publishing the lists, it is a requirement that the Welsh Government consults NRW as
to which organisms and principal habitats are listed. Section 7 describes how ministers must take all
reasonable steps when drafting these lists to maintain and enhance the organisms and habitat types
included.

Section 7 replaces the duty in Section 42 of the older Natural Environment and Rural Communities
(NERC) Act 2006. The NERC act drew up initial biodiversity lists and actions, used as the basis for the
section 7 biodiversity lists. The Section 7 priority species and priority habitats lists can be found
online, easily accessible on the Wales Biodiversity Partnership’s website.”

The State of Natural Resources Report (SoNaRR)

The Environment (Wales) Act 2016 brought about the duty for Natural Resources Wales to produce
the State of Natural Resources Report as part of the SMNR. The report assesses the extent to which
sustainable management of resources in Wales is being achieved, including an assessment of
biodiversity. 72

The first SoNaRR was produced in 2016 and recognised the challenge climate change poses to
sustainable management of natural resources within Wales. As part of the Environment (Wales) Act
2016, Natural Resources Wales must publish a report before the end of the calendar year preceding
ayear in which an ordinary general election is due to be held. This meant a second report was due in
2020, however, due to difficulties caused by the Covid-
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https://www.biodiversitywales.org.uk/environment-wales-act
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/anaw/2016/3/section/8/enacted
https://naturalresources.wales/evidence-and-data/research-and-reports/state-of-natural-resources-report-sonarr-for-wales-2020/sonarr2020-introduction/?lang=en
https://cdn.cyfoethnaturiol.cymru/media/693209/sonarr2020-executive-summary.pdf



https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2019-06/natural-resources-policy.pdf
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/anaw/2015/2/section/4
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2019-06/natural-resources-policy.pdf
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2019-06/natural-resources-policy.pdf



https://cdn.cyfoethnaturiol.cymru/media/693207/sonarr2020-aim-2-assessment.pdf
https://cdn.cyfoethnaturiol.cymru/media/693305/sonarr2020-theme-biodiversity.pdf
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2019-06/natural-resources-policy.pdf
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2019-06/natural-resources-policy.pdf
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2019-05/nature-recovery-action-plan-2015.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/sp/targets/
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2019-06/natural-resources-policy.pdf



https://naturalresources.wales/areastatements?lang=en#:~:text=Each%20Area%20Statement%20outlines%20the,the%20benefit%20of%20future%20generations.
https://www.monlife.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/Greater-Gwent-State-of-Nature-4-002.pdf

Table 27: The descriptions of each landscape profile in the SE Area Statement provided by NRW?88

The distinctive Gwent Levels form an extensive, low-lying, coastal reclaimed
landscape along the Severn Estuary. This is an area of international historical and
archaeological importance; a reclaimed agricultural landscape where parcels of
The Gwent fertile grazing and arable land are framed by a network of drainage ditches known
levels as reens. These distinctive habitats pattern the landscape and provide a rich,
biodiverse environment for plants, mammals, and invertebrates. The landscape is
protected by a sea wall from the Severn Estuary, with its mud flats and salt
marshes and is bounded by the River Wye.
This tranquil, sheltered landscape with its gentle rolling hills and intervening
valleys provides notable views towards the uplands. The River Usk flows south
Central from Abergavenny, the Monnow and Trothy flow east into the River Wye.
Monmouthshire | Monmouthshire’s undulating lowlands are pasture-rich with hedgerows and
arable on the fertile flood plain, isolated small parcels of woodland with
broadleaved and mixed plantations on hills and slopes.
The most heavily urbanised of all the landscapes in South East is the City of
Newport, with its historic core. The M4, main roads and railways are prominent in
the landscape. The tidal River Usk flows through the city with its iconic
transporter bridge and industrial port. Urban greenspace is located at Gaer
Hillfort, Ridgeway, and Tredegar Park with some sections of the Rivers Ebbw,
Lwyd and Usk lowland river corridors providing tranquil and biodiverse sections.
The Roman town of Caerleon lies to the east of the city, and to its north are the
nearby former industrial towns of Cwmbran and Pontypool.
The South East Area Statement area includes a small part of the Brecon Beacons,
which is big on scenic quality and part of the Brecon Beacons National Park
(BBNP). It includes the Vale of Ewyas and surrounding upland in the Black
Mountains, and the distinc

Newport

Brecon beacons
and Black
Mountains
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https://naturalresources.wales/about-us/area-statements/south-east-wales-area-statement/introduction-to-south-east-area-statement/?lang=en

An extensive wild and wind-swept plateau with intervening deep valleys
South Wales

Valleys (Eastern
valleys)
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https://naturalresources.wales/about-us/area-statements/south-east-wales-area-statement/linking-our-landscapes/?lang=en
https://naturalresources.wales/about-us/area-statements/south-east-wales-area-statement/climate-ready-gwent/?lang=en



https://naturalresources.wales/about-us/area-statements/south-east-wales-area-statement/healthy-active-connected/?lang=en
https://naturalresources.wales/about-us/area-statements/south-east-wales-area-statement/ways-of-working/?lang=en

Appendix 4: List of abbreviations

CBD

DECCA

GGNRAP

GGSoN

Convention on Biological Diversity

Diversity, extent, condition and connectivity and other Aspects of ecosystem
resilience

Greater Gwent Nature Recovery Action Plan
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Resources Wales: https://cdn.cyfoethnaturiol.cymru/media/682366/sonarr-summary-
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NatureScot. (n.d.). Ecosystem services - nature’s benefits. Retrieved from NatureScot:
https://www.nature.scot/scotlands-biodiversity/scottish-biodiversity-strategy-and-
copl5/ecosystem-
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